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WHY ARE WE HERE?  

• National Crisis 

• Not just Western 

New York 





It’s a 

“CITY” 

Problem… 

GENDER 

EVER AGE 

USED 

HEROIN?  

HAVE YOU EVER 

SHARED NEEDLES? 
HIGH SCHOOL 

HAVE YOU 

UNDERGONE 

TREATMENT FOR 

DRUG USE? 

HAVE YOU EVER 

BEEN 

HOMELESS?  

26 FEMALE YES YES ANGOLA SUBOXONE 

STAYING WITH 

FRIENDS 

30 MALE YES YES ANGOLA 

FIRST TIME PARENTS 

MADE HIM GO, NEXT 

TIME DRUGCOURT 

STAYS WITH 

MOTHER 

21 FEMALE NO N/A BENNETT NO NO 

22 FEMALE YES NO BUFFALO SEMINARY 

25 FEMALE YES YES CASADAGA DRUG COURT 

WITH FRIENDS 

FOR NOW, 

TRYING TO GET A 

JOB AND OWN 

APARTMENT 

26 MALE YES YES CASADAGA 

TWICE, PARENTS 

MADE HIM YES, CURRENTLY 

22 FEMALE NO N/A CITY HONORS NO NO 

20 MALE YES YES CLARENCE 

DETOX 5 TIMES, 

REHAB 3 TIMES 

NOW, MOTHER 

ISLIVING WITH 

AUNT WHO 

WON'T ALLOW 

HIM TO LIVE 

THERE 

27 MALE YES YES LANCASTER 

2 TIMES, ONCE AT 

RENAISSANCE 

PARENTS FORCED, 

1 AT ECMC - DRUG 

COURT 

PARENTS 

THREW OUT OF 

HOUSE IN 2006, 

LOST JOB LAST 

YEAR 

27 FEMALE YES YES LANCASTER 

2x, NO 

METHADONE, DRUG 

COURT 

LIVES WITH 

BOYFRIEND 

27 FEMALE YES YES LANCASTER 

30 MALE YES YES LANCASTER 

PARENTS MADE 

HIM/ COURT 

ORDERED 

19 FEMALE NO N/A MARYVALE NONE HOME 

28 FEMALE YES YES MARYVALE HIT ROCK BOTTOM 

30 FEMALE YES YES MOUNT MERCY COURT ORDERED 



It’s your 

neighbor,      

your child,   

your              

co-worker…                 

not just 

celebrities 







ERIE  COUNTY OPIOID OVERDOSES 2009-2013 
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ROLE OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

• Prevention of Overdose Deaths  

 

 



ROLE OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

• Prevent Transmission of Life-Threatening 

Diseases (Hepatitis C, HIV) through contact 

with blood by sharing needles 

 

 



ROLE OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
• Public Education 

• Raise Awareness 

• Train First Responders in Use of Narcan (Naloxone) 

 



ESAP Project 
• Clean Needles 

• Disposal of 

Used Needles 

• Safely Discard 

Unneeded & 

Unused 

Medications 

• Kiosks 

throughout   

Erie County 



OPIOID OVERDOSE PREVENTION PROGRAM 

 • Train local police agencies in: 

• How to identify potential overdose victim 

• Administration of Narcan (Naloxone) 

• Appropriate Reporting of Utilization of Narcan 





HEROIN SUMMIT GOALS 
• Facilitate communication & cooperation across 

agencies & organizations that may not routinely 

interact 

• Participants represent leadership from 

organizations that play a role in providing a 

continuum of services to persons with addictions 

& have the ability to create necessary changes 

• Encourage open dialogue about size & scope of 

Heroin crisis  

 



NYS Senate Task Force on Heroin & Opioid Addiction 

• Recently announced initiative from NYS Senate 

• Listening Forums to be held in communities across 

state 

• Will solicit input from stakeholders & experts 

• State Senate to use information collected to 

develop recommendations for legislative action 

• Initial forum April 8th at Suffolk County Community 

College 



HEROIN SUMMIT GOALS 

• Create response from 

Erie County to the NYS 

Senate Task Force on 

Heroin & Opioid 

Addiction (aka “Listening 

Tour”) 

• Develop collaborative 

action plan with next 

steps and scheduled 

follow up 




